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OPEN FORUM 

My dear Mr. Secretary : — 

I note in the last number of the Quarterly a request for cor- 
rections of data in blue book. There seems to have been such a 
lack of knowledge on the part of some of the secretaries of the 
three kinds of members (or rather of elections) that there is need 
of a complete revision. I have only investigated a few cases and I 
hope these are not indicative of the character of the whole. 

I note that Rensselaer elected 40 graduates in 1912. As Rens- 
selaer has no graduate school these may have been alumni. 

Union is said to have elected 99 graduates. Here also there 
is no graduate school of any size, and I have personally many of 
these marked with a U and know they were elected in the year 
they graduated. 

Nebraska is said to have elected 156 graduates; I investigated 
many of these names and found that while some were really gradu- 
ates the majority were elected the year they graduated. Probably 
from 100 to 125 are incorrectly marked. 

In 1910 California is said to have elected 106 graduates. If 
any such number was elected probably about 100 were alumni. 
These few corrections would take at least 300 names from the list 
of graduates. 

I hope I have hit the bad places and that the other reports are 
more accurate. Very truly, 

A. 

Note. — Every effort was made to have the list uniform for all 
chapters and names, and the delay in the final appearance of the 
work was due primarily to time spent in verifying or correcting 
apparent errors in the proof sheets after manuscript furnished by 
various chapter secretaries was actually in type. It is inevitable 
that in the preparation of so extensive a list involving the coopera- 
tion of so many persons in such widely scattered localities some 
minor discrepancies should have crept in. These are most frequent 
in the classification of members as indicated in the above letter. 
Perhaps the academic mind thinks naturally of advancing grades and 
unconsciously promotes the member to higher classes as he grows 
from an undergraduate to a graduate and often also to a faculty 
position. 

Some chapter secretaries have already taken note of the request 
that these records be revised and the results of their activity are 
reported in this number. Certain inferences of Mr. A. are shown 
to be correct by changes in the table of membership (page 55); 
others are yet uninvestigated. 

53 H. B. W. 



